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Amritsar outbreaks of 1919 one was the increase of income-tax asseroment
and another a grievance against the Railway; both causes over which the local
authorities had no control.
16.    We are now in a position to return to the sphere of  action for which
the Deputy Commissioner is definitely responsible, and, will in the first place.
consider ^the administration of criminal justice.   In thi? matter the Deputy
Commissioner, or rather the  District Magistrate, as his official   title is when
dealing with this subject, occupies a two-fold position.     The Sessions Judge
hears appeals from the sentences of the District Magistrate of not more than
four years' imprisonment and from those of the first da55? of subordinate magis-
trates, but otherwise holds in judicial criminal matters a co-ordinate authority
while in the matter of administration the District Magistrate exercise? control
over all the subordinate magistracy.   He does so under the direct supervision
of the High   Court so far as the exercise of his judicial functions is concerned
but here the control of the High Court is judicial rather than administrative,
that is to say, the High Court may. in a particular case, direct him to transfer
it from the court of one magistrate to that of   another,   bnt it would not, in
practice, direct him to place a magistrate in charge of any particular class of
cases.   The position of the District Magistrale is then one primarily that of
officer in charge of the magisterial work of the district.   It is he who  directs
what classes of cases shall be presented to what particular magistrates.   He is
responsible for watching the progress of criminal administration and preventing
delays in justice, in which matters his work is supervised primarily b*V the Hich
Court through the Sessions Judge, but also to some extent by the'Executive
Government through the Commissioner.   As judicial officer he exercises enhanced
magisterial powers which empower him to pass sentences of 7 years' rigorous
imprisonment, but it is not   very   common for him to exercise those powers.
There is generally another magistrate with these powers to try cases (rather
similar to those heard by Quarter Sessions in England) which do not demand
that they should be committed to the Court of Sessions.   The District Magis-
trate has also the poorer of hearing appeals from the courts of second and third
class magistrates which, with their powers of passing sentences of six months
and one mbnth, respectively, may be compared to the courts of stipendiary
magistrates'.   As an accounting officer the District Magistrate renders account
for the expenditure on the salaries of magistrates and their staffs to the Com-
missioner and not to the High Court, as these sums being inextricable from the
expenditure on the executive are charged to General Administration.   But for
criminal judicial charges which are separable as such, he renders account to
the High Court through the Sessions Judge.
17.    As District Magistrate the Deputy Commissioner is charged   with
the preservation of law and order, not merely by controlling the administration
of justice as explained in the preceding paragraph, but also by ^organizing the
measures necessary to prevent  disorder.   The Code of   Criminal Procedure
gives the District Magistrate and his staff definite powers for the suppresson of
disturbances, and also for the placing under security of dangerous characters
though in the latter, he is subject -to the jurisdiction of the High Court.   The
District Magistrate is, moreover, the head of the Police of the district*   He is,
not indeed the accounting   officer for the expenditure on Police, nor is he res-
ponsible for discipline or the details of the administration of the Force.   These
matters are in charge of the local officer of the Inspector-General of Police, who
is entitled the Superintendent of Police and occupies a position partly analogous
to that of the Chief Constable of a county; but it has been clearly laid down
.that in all matters affecting the relations of the Police to the public and the
general security of the district, the District Magistrate is the head, of the PoBee
administration.
18.    Next come those functions of  the Deputy Commissioner which
relate to the Department of Land Beventie, and here again we most give him
another title.   As head of the Land Revenue Department he is the * Collector.*
So widely does this department spread that it is impossible to enumerate all the
points in irfuch it touches tfate life of the people, but the most important are those
(a) of collection of land revenue (b) of maintenance of land records* and. (<?}
of the administration, of revenue law.   Of these, the first two are inextricably